THE  FOUR  GEORGES
all that had gone before, and that in itself was a recom-
mendation to the middle-class. Fox might commend
himself to the electors of Westminster, but on both public
and private grounds he was anathema in the provinces.
The Victorian era was in sight. Pitt was reaping the
reward of his own cultivation of, and his rival's contempt
for, public opinion. Just before the election he had given
proof of the new spirit which was to animate his seventeen
years' administration. The Clerkship of the Pells, a
sinecure worth £3,000 a year, fell vacant, and Pitt per-
suaded Colonel Barre, a prominent Whig, to accept it in
place of the annual pension of £3,200 which a previous
ministry had conferred upon him. The Prime Minister
was a poor man, and it would only have been in accordance
with precedent had he taken the money for himself, but
he preferred to save the country the amount of Barre's
pension. That a minister should act in this way, and that
the country should applaud him for so doing, were
significant signs that times had changed.
The long Premiership of Pitt, and the remarkable
manner in which he impressed his personality both upon
contemporaries and posterity, must not be allowed to
obscure the fact that he was very far from being a dictator,
or even from exercising the power of a twentieth-century
Prime Minister. He had no party machine working for
him in the constituencies, and no whips to enforce
obedience in the House of Commons. As late as 1788 his
own personal supporters were said not to number more
than 52, though there voted with them some 185 other
members who could be relied on to follow any minister
who was favourably regarded by the King. Fox had
some 150 votes at his regular command in the House of
Commons, but the rest of the members were independent
168

